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OBJECTIVE
Poor oral health is a significant health problem for low-income children in the
United States. This study attempts to outline the current oral health conditions and
concerns of the children in the United States. Through an extensive needs assessment

this study seeks to support the establishment of a comprehensive school-linked oral

health program that will address the specific needs of the low-income student population

of Danbury, Connecticut.

BACKGROUND
Today, most American children have excellent oral health. Good oral health is
generally considered to be an absence of disease and adverse conditions that occur in the
mouth. These conditions can include gum disease, tooth decay and oral cancer. The state
of an individual’s oral health can be affected by personal oral hygiene, diet, and personal
habits. Environmental factors such as community water fluoridation can also affect oral

health. Tooth decay is often used to measure overall oral health because it is the most
common oral disease, data is readily available and it can be an early indication of the

need for dental care.
The oral health of children in the United States has improved significantly over
the past 25 to 30 years. The average number of teeth, per child, affected by dental caries

has decreased.

The mean number of decayed, missing, and filled

permanem teeth

(DMFT) per child in the age groups 5 to 11 years and 12 to 17 years has fallen
approximately 60% during the 1970’s and 1980’s. There has also been an increase in the

proportion of the population that is caries free. Children

who were caries free in their

permanent teeth increased from 37% in 1979-80 to 50% in 1988-91. 2 These advances in
oral health have led many to believe that childhood dental disease has been eradicated.
With all the improvements made over the past few decades, the statistics

regarding poor oral health remain overwhelming. Although the high prevalence of
asthma in children has caught the attention of the nation’s medical professionals and

policy makers, dental caries continues to be the most prevalent chronic childhood disease.

Tooth decay is also seven times more common than hay fever (Figure

1)4.
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Just under half of those that reposed no dental care in the past

year (46.8%) stated nat they did not perceive any current dental problem.

As a result of the low usage of dental services, many dental problems
acute and need to be treated on an emergency basis. In Las Vegas, dental emergencies

account for 6% of all emergency room visits among children younger than age six. This

problem is not unique to Las Vegas. Columbus Children’s Hospital emergency room and

Boston’s Children’s Hospital emergency room also see four to six dental emergencies
every night. These children generally have had to endure the pain associated with dental
disease for weeks or months prior to their emergency room visit. 6

Parents and caregivers are faced with multiple obstacles when trying to obtain
dental services for their Medicaid insured children. There are few providers willing to
treat this population. Once a provider is located, the choice of appointment times may be

limited. This population also finds transportation to the appointment to be a major
obstacle. If a caregiver successfully negotiates these barriers, there are more to follow.

Some of these include long delays in waiting rooms, and judgmental and discriminatory
behavior from dental providers and office staff. It is perceived that these attitudes are

because of their race and public assistance status.
The Surgeon General’s Report concurs that oral health disparities do exist due to
low-income status and race.

Many minority communities have only limited dental

services available. According to an analysis of the National Health Interview Survey

data, 73% more parents reported that their child has an unmet need for dental care than
those reporting an unmet medical need.

The Harlem Prevention Center conducted a

survey between 1992 and 1994. This survey found that the number one health issue for
these residems was a lack of access to dental care. 1 Individuals that are fortunate enough
to be privately insured are more likely to receive dental treatment when needed. 11 The

lack of dental insurance is a major barrier to receiving primary care for children and it is
a more significant barrier than either poverty or minority status. 3

In Connecticut, low and moderate-income children are promised comprehensive
dental benefits through the HUSKY A and HUSKY B programs.

HUSKY is a

consolidated health insurance program designed to provide health care to uninsured

children and youth. HUSKY A includes the traditional Medicaid program for children.

HUSKY B is a state subsidized children’s health insurance program for children in
higher-income families. This promise of coverage has not been able to guarantee access
to care. In fiscal year 1999, 71% of the children enrolled in HUSKY A received no

dental treatment. It is felt that it can take some time after enrollment to obtain dental

care, yet even after the children have been continuously enrolled in HUSKY A for an
entire year little to no preventive or treatment services have been received. 2

PROVIDERS
Despite the numerous Medicaid dental programs in the United States, most are
dysfunctional. Policy makers and the general public often consider oral health less

important than other medical needs. Because of this low status, oral health care is often
considered optional. 13

The Medicaid dental programs generally fail to meet the needs of poor children.

Dental care is expensive and the dental portion of the Medicaid program is grossly
underfunded. 6 The few safety net providers that are available are often limited in size
and understaffed.

A child with no dental insurance or Medicaid sponsored dental

insurance will generally receive incomplete care for a dental emergency if they have only
an emergency room on which they can depend.

Emergency rooms are not equipped as a

dental office and follow-up care is often not sought or not available to address the

underlying issue, which caused the emergency. In an emergency room a dental abscess is

typically treated with a pain pill and an antibiotic.

The same child would obtain

comprehensive care for a broken arm in almost any emergency room in the United

States. 14 There are multiple reasons why there are so few providers for the Medicaid
population.

A few of the most common reasons that providers give are that

reimbursement rates are too low, that there is too much paper work involved, that they
dislike managed care programs with low capitation payments and that high numbers of

Medicaid patients do not show up for their appointments.

In Wisconsin, the reimbursement rates are considered low at 47% of usual and
customary. 16 These levels of reimbursement appear generous when compared to what
providers are receiving in Connecticut.

In 1999, there were 2,680 dentists in Connecticut. Although 740 (27.6%) of these
dentists were registered Medicaid providers, only 225 (8.4%) dentists actually provided

any dental services under the Medicaid Program. The number is further reduced to 100

(3.7%) dentists that provided a significant amount of care to HUSKY participants.
It is not difficult to see why these numbers are so low. The Connecticut Medicaid
program pays less than the 10th percentile of customary dentist’s fees. Connecticut’s
three dental managed care companies pay approximately $4 to $7 per month per member

(PMPM). The Reforming States Group and American Academy of Pediatrics have
conducted actuarial studies suggesting that an acceptable rate of payment would be $17
to $20

PMPM in rural Connecticut areas. Connecticut is an expensive state to live and

work in, making it difficult for providers to accept $4 to $7 PMPM. 2 Those that do

accept the rates may not offer timely appoimments or will delay follow up treatment.

COMMUNITY COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS
Improving the oral health of the neediest children in a community is best achieved

through the cooperation of many agencies and organizations. It is imperative to work

through and with the leaders of a community in order to reach a minority population.
Those who strive to make a difference in these populations realize that neither the parents
nor the dentists are to blame for the current state of poor oral health. It will take more

than these two parties to rectify the problem. 15 The public health sector cannot make a
difference without the help and support of the medical and dental sectors. The recent
shift to Medicaid managed care requires that new relationships be established between

these professions.

A private-public-partnership requires the active interest and

involvement of federal public health programs as well. These changes should be viewed
as an opportunity to improve clinical practice by integrating oral health prevention and

maintenance more fully with diagnosis and treatment.

Some state programs are

mandating a partnership between the public and private sectors. Kentucky requires crosssector partnerships in Medicaid managed care to undertake needs assessments, wellness

promotion programs, and health education programs.

In Minnesota, managed care

organizations are required to work with local public health agencies to improve
community health.

Some of the professions and agencies that need to be included in the collaborative
efforts are local dentists, pediatricians, school administrators, teachers, parents, school

nurses, Headstart program administrators, WIC program administrators, school-based
health programs, community health clinics, the media, managed care organizations,
academic institutions, community groups, religious organizations, and foundations. All

10

of these resources need to work together in order to determine what facilities currently
exist in a community and how to best address the shortages found. The public and

private sectors can combine resources and skills in order to influence peers, policy

makers, and the community.

Their combined effort can also address technical,

administrative, and management needs. Together they can work to locate available
buildings and space. With the cooperation of these diverse disciplines a system of
coordinated services can be developed, as well as a referral network. This type of
collaboration will break down the limitations that any one group may perceive. It also
creates a large community of people that feel that they have some ownership and input

into the project. These efforts become synergistic.

FINANCING
Medicaid offers a comprehensive and preventative child health program for

eligible individuals under the age of 21. This program is called the Early and Periodic
Screening Diagnostic and Treatment Service (EPSDT).

The EPSDT program was

established in 1967 to assure the availability of and access to health care resources. It

also works to help Medicaid recipients to effectively use these resources. To expand
health coverage to children whose families have incomes that are low, but not low

enough to qualify for Medicaid, in 1997 the Congress created SCHIP as title XXI of the
Social Security Act.

States are required to work with recognized dental organizations to establish the
standards for dental services provided. The dental services provided may not be limited
to emergency treatment. A periodic direct examination is required for all children eligible

11

for Medicaid. 17

The federal govemment provides minimal funding to cover these

services.

In June 2000, three families enrolled in the Husky Part A program filed a lawsuit
against the department of Social Services claiming that they were denied access to dental
services in violation of federal law. The families brought the lawsuit as a class action

seeking to represent all families enrolled in the HUSKY Part A program. They are
asking that the court order DSS to increase dental reimbursement rates, to improve
administration of the Medicaid demal program, and to do whatever necessary to recruit
an adequate number of qualified dental providers throughout the state.

It is through school-based programs that many children access medical and dental
services. School-based health centers, historically, have been funded through private

foundations, local health departments, and Maternal and Child Health (MCH) block

grants. Medicaid and private insurance billing has generally not been donein school-

based programs due to the costs associated with filing claims. Another reasonfor not

pursuing billing is because services such as health education, group counseling, and
outreach are not routinely covered. These practices need to be reviewed due to the

growth of managed care organizations and the decrease in federal and state dollars
available that have made it essential to maximize patient care revenue.

These relationships have made it critical for state governments to assist the

negotiations between school-based centers and insurance carriers. Ultimately, the schoolbased centers should be able to provide EPSDT exams, increasing access to the Medicaid

population without a cost explosion, providing a means for earlier intervention,

improving quality of care, and reducing transportation costs.

12

Although it seems that school-based centers and managed care organizations
would be a good business venture it has proven to be a challenging relationship.

Managed care organizations have refused to negotiate agreements in some situations. In
other situations they have narrowly defined the relationship. A few fortunate school-

based health centers have been accepted by managed care organizations as partners in

providing primary care.

In Massachusetts, school-based health centers and managed care organizations
have been mandated by the State Medical Assistance Office to work together.

In

Colorado, the state has assisted negotiations by providing the managed care organizations
with a cost analysis of school-based health centers services, quality control measures, and
a market share analysis. In West Virginia, the Health and Human Service

Department

has offered a financial incentive of up to 2% in additional capitation for managed care

organizations contracting with public health providers. These public health providers
include school-based health centers, is

In Bridgeport, CT the dental program takes advantage of a full-time dentist and
the demal operatories located in six of the Bridgeport school-based health

cemers.

Services provided include diagnostic exams, prophylaxis, fluoride, sealant treatments,

fillings and emergency care. This program receives a sub capitation payment from one of
the Medicaid managed care plans to provide a full range of primary dental care, including
assessments and fillings. For those students who elect to receive their dental care in

school, this dental plan will pay the health department $2.80 per member per month.
While it is recognized that the rate may not cover the cost of care, it is more financial

remuneration than they have had in the past. 19

13

The Manchester Memorial Hospital receives reimbursement from CHN and Blue

Care Dental Insurance. This represents just a small percentage of their budget because
they have not yet signed a contract ith Doral Dental Insurance and due to the large
number of children that do not have any dental insurance. 2

As long as access to routine care is limited Medicaid eligible patients will
continue to utilize hospital emergency rooms for demal treatment. Emergency room
visits are costly. In one southwestern hospital alone, expenditures for dental and oral

disease (except extractions and restorations) are among the top seven diagnoses for

children under the age of 6, and account for $548,557 in hospital billings. 6

LABOR FORCE

Access to care is impacted by the declining dentist to population ratio. The
shortages are evident in the increasing numbers of designated health professions
shortages areas (HPSA’s) and appear to becoming more severe. In December 2001 there
were 1,233 dental HPSA’s in the United States. That number increased to 1,853 by

December 2002. 22

In Iowa, 20% of the dentists are 60 years old or more. In the Dakotas, 30 % of the
dentists are 55 or older, 40% are between 45 and 55, and a survey taken in North Dakota
indicated that 40% of the dentists are planning to retire in the next 10 years. Dental

provider shortages have also become a critical problem in the sparsely populated sections
of Northern New England and the fast-growing suburbs of the Southwest. 21

There are several factors contributing to this shortage.

The cost of dental

education is very high. The large amount of debt that many graduating dentists are

14

burdened with limit their options. Some do not feel that they have the option to choose
work in the low paying positions found in rural areas, public health, or academia. 4

Another contributing factor to the shortage of dentists is the decrease in the
number of dental schools. Between 1989 and 2001, seven dental schools have closed.

Only one has opened in that time. The remaining dental schools have smaller class sizes.
The overall percemage of dental graduates declined between 1986 and 2000 by 40 %.23

The dental profession is also faced with 400 budgeted, but vacant, dental school

faculty positions. This shortage threatens the quality of education offered and ultimately,
access to necessary oral health care for many populations. 22

Demal graduates are also becoming less representative of the changing U.S.

demographics. By 2050, nearly half (48%) of the U.S. population will be composed of
what we think of today as racial and ethnic minority groups. 3 However, of the incoming
dental students, less than 5% are African American and less than 5% are

Hispanic/Latino. 23 Minorities in the United States will continue to struggle for access to

appropriate (in many cases ANY) care as long as these problems are not addressed.

NEEDS ASSESSMENT

An early step for any community interested in addressing oral health access to
care issues is a comprehensive needs assessment.

A needs assessment, specific to

Danbury, CT, is included in this paper. Similar to the goal of most needs assessments,
this assessment attempts to obtain information that will allow a collaborative to develop a

plan of action that will effectively provide preventive and/or treatment care to the target
population.

This collaborative may consist of community leaders such as school

administrators, school nurses, health department administrators, area dental professionals,

15
and/or members of the public.

A community collaborative operates to combine resources

and skills, coordinate services by establishing frameworks of care, and strengthens health

promotion. Although the collective knowledge and perceptions of the collaborative
members may be accurate, quantitative data needs to be collected and analyzed to
substantiate them.

Focus groups may be very time consuming and difficult to quantify, but they are
an effective means of determining what questions need to be asked on subsequent

surveys. Through a focus group, personal experiences and perceptions can be learned.

Multiple perspectives can be integrated to describe a process that no single person may
have experienced completely.

At least two different populations need to be included in the focus groups. The
first group includes those people that are able to provide information due to their

expertise in the medical and dental area. These include local dental providers, non-dental
medical providers, and health and human services providers. The second group includes

members of the target population. This may consist of parents and children, if this is the

target population and may be found through Head Start programs, WIC, Dept. of Health
programs, Church Organizations, and school organizations.

Surveys are developed to provide quantitative data regarding the extem of the
existing problem and level of resources available in a community. It is necessary to ask

complete and clear questions on surveys. A pilot survey distributed to a small portion of
the population is helpful in determining the clarity of the questions included on the

survey.

16

It is difficult to obtain a high percentage of surveys returned from either providers
or target populations.

Imroduction letters follow up telephone calls, and an active

network of collaborative members will assist this effort.
Oral health screenings provide statistical data pertaining to the extent of disease
present, the level of care received, and identification of those in need of referrals. The

dental providers performing the oral screenings need to calibrate the methods used

(example: tongue blade and flashlight) and define the various levels of existing oral
health present and treatment care referrals provided (example-urgent care, immediate

care, routine care). All needs assessment data should be quantified and analyzed. It is
essential to maintain this data in order to analyze the success of future programs. 24

WHY A SCHOOL BASED ORAL HEALTH PROGRAM?

In the United States, 53 million smdems attend school through the academic year.
Because of the size of this population and their accessibility, school health programs have
become an efficient means of addressing the nation’s future health and well-being. With
the support of local dental providers, non-dental medical providers, and others in the

community, school based oral health programs provide an effective strategy for reaching
low-income children who are at higher risk for dental disease. 2 This has been proven

through the successful preventive oral health programs based in public schools and Indian
schools that have reduced the incidence of caries among their student populations. 26

School based health program have multiple advantages. Many parents have

difficulty leaving work through the day so that their children obtain access to health care.
School based programs would eliminate this barrier. They also relieve Medicaid of its

obligation to provide transportation to enrolled youths. School based programs provide

17
care for many of those that are unattractive to office-based providers.

For dental

providers this may include those populations that have a high "no-show" rate for
appointments, that are perceived to be unmanageable, that do not routinely follow

directions, or present with the challenge of language and cultural barriers. 9

In 1998 and 1999,

t_he Division of Oral

Health, National Center for Chronic

Disease Prevention and Health Promotion at the Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention, strengthened its commitment to coordinated school health with support for
three state education agencies. Ohio, Rhode Island, and Wisconsin worked to develop an
infrastructure for school based programs to improve oral health education, prevention,

and services for school-aged children who are at high risk for oral disease. These

improvements have been made possible by building on existing resources and the
creation of new partnerships at the state and local levels. 27

In Ohio, the plan’s overall goal is to reduce the impact of dental needs on school
children’s ability to learn. The steering committee is examining existing systems of

delivering dental services and making recommendations on 1) providing some oral health
services through schools 2) providing new or better ways to link schoolchildren with

local providers of care and 3) encouraging families to enroll in the Children’s Health

Insurance Program (CHIP) to obtain necessary services. The group is also developing a
plan to move individuals to action and to market dental disease prevention and treatment
to school personnel, families, and students.

If more decision makers recognize the

importance of oral health as it relates to improved attendance, readiness to learn, and the

potential to improve test scores, they will be more likely to incorporate oral health
activities into school policies and programs. 2

In Rhode Island, The Rhode Island

18

Departments of Education and Health partnered with the Rhode Island Department of
Human Services, the state’s Medicaid agency.

This partnership has reduced the

duplication of efforts by actively supporting the initiatives of each department, including
the development of complementary policies, strategies, and financing mechanisms to
increase the delivery of oral health education and preventative services to school-aged

children in school and community settings. The Rhode Island, Healthy Schools! Healthy
Kids! (HS! HK!) Program’s Oral Health Steering Committee has made recommendations

and proposed activities. Some of these include: 1) Conducting state-mandated dental

screenings at schools in accordance with standardized protocols, providing training and
technical assistance to school dentists and dental hygienists on the use of these protocols,

and collecting and disseminating information on effective school-based and school linked

models. 2) Working with the Rhode Island Department of Human Services on Medicaid
reform to ensure access to and adequate reimbursemem for dental services, particularly in
school-based and/or school-linked programs.

3) Developing effective partnerships

between schools and communities to provide culturally responsive outreach and
education efforts that show families the benefits of preventive oral health care and the

best ways to access oral health services. 4) Promoting policies to prevent oral-facial

injuries during school-sponsored activities. 5) Reviewing Rhodes Island’s current health
education programs to ensure the inclusion of key oral health concepts.

Through the HS! HK! Oral Health Initiative a work group was formed to explore
the development of a safety net. provider infrastructure.

Alternatives for obtaining

sustained fhnding to support effective school-based and/or school-linked models are also
an area of exploration. These efforts are consistent with the HS! HK! belief that no

19

children should be without a demal "home" and that all children should enjoy the benefits

of access to high-quality, culturally responsive oral health prevention, education, and
treatment services. 27

In Wisconsin, a component of the grant monies from the Centers for Disease
Comrol and Prevemion’s Division of Oral Health was used for 2 surveys. These surveys
were conducted in 1999 to determine the quantity and content of oral health activities in

Wisconsin schools.

Notable findings include" 24% of districts require oral health

screening prior to entering pre-kindergarten, 15% of all districts refer students to local
oral health care providers when a potential oral health problem or need is indicated, and
22% of districts have health education and promotion programs in one or more

elementary schools with a budget drawn from general funds. These findings reflect.the
low priority that schools have assigned to oral health

Requirements for oral health education, the existence of oral health services
programs, and oral health training for staff are all indicators of the priority level of oral
health in a district. These oral health service programs may include screening and

referrals, active brushing and flossing, fluoride mouth rinse, and sealants. The surveys
conducted found: 7% of districts provide staff training in basic oral health facts and
information, 16% of districts provide training for teachers who teach health, and

approximately 25% of the school districts offer oral health service and treatment
programs in grades K through 5. Fourteen percent of the schools overall had oral health
service delivery programs.

These initial surveys indicate that Wisconsin needs to make substantial

improvements in oral health education and programs. At the completion of the 3-year
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cooperative agreement with the CDC, the Healthy Smiles for Wisconsin will re-

administer these surveys in order to determine the impact of their efforts. 27

WHAT TYPE OF PROGRAM?
Following the completion of a comprehensive needs assessment of the target
population, the collaborative evaluates the current level of oral health needs along with
the resources available in the community. In Danbury, CT, resources have been allocated
to develop a comprehensive school based program to meet the oral health needs of the

low-income student population.

Often, funding for a comprehensive program is not available. A comprehensive
program might include: regular screenings and referrals, community water fluoridation,
classroom fluoride swish and spit programs, healthy nutritional programs and policies,
routine prophylaxes, fluoride gel application, sealant application, and complete
restorative treatment. In these cases, an effective preventive program can be developed
to utilize available funding and address the needs of the community. Only a minimal

level of resources is necessary to create a program that can benefit the entire school

population.

For example, the screenings performed through the needs assessment

includes a demal examination that idemifies children with visually evident caries and
various other oral health problems. A dentist or dental hygienist in the classroom, nurses’

clinic, or in school hallways can perform these screenings. These students need referrals
sent home directing them to local dental providers. It is helpful to include a list of area

providers that accept State Assistance as payment for dental services.

In 1999, the CDC included water fluoridation as one of the 10 greatest public
health achievements of the 20th century. 3 Community fluoridation can reduce cavities in
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children by up to 40%. 29 Communities in non-fluoridated areas, with fluoride levels

below .7 ppm, may need to address the community water fluoridation policies. The EPA

requires that all community water supply systems provide each customer with an annual
report regarding the quality of water, including the fluoride concentrations. 34 Through
these reports, the fluoridation needs of a community can be evaluated. Water fluoridation
is a safe and effective public health measure that can benefit people of all ages and socio-

economic-status. This reduction in cavities will result in money and time saved. The

average annual cost is about $0.50 per person per year in a large community (>20,000).

For every $1.00 spent, $38.00 in dental treatment is saved. 3 Fluoridating the 39 lowfluoridated systems in Louisiana could possibly reduce annual Medicaid dental costs for

pre-schoolers by $1.4 million. 37

The potential cost savings across the nation is

tremendous because more than 100 million Americans do not have optimally fluoridated
water. 38
Fluoride swish and spit programs have proven to be effective in further reduction

of the incidence of caries, even in communities with optimal levels of water
fluoridation. 28 This type of program has been shown to reduce decay by 35%. Children
swish with a fluoride mouth rinse once a week in their classroom.

School nurses,

teachers, teacher aides, or adult volunteers generally supervise fluoride rinse programs in
the classroom. The cost of a weekly mouth rinsing solution is about $ 0.50 per child for
the entire school year. 31,32

A low budget preventive program could include fluoride varnishes. Fluoride
varnishes have been used in Canada, Europe, and Scandinavian countries since the

1970’s as a caries prevention therapy. Fluoride varnishes are easily and quickly applied.
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The fluoride vamish is "painted" on exposed tooth surfaces. A demal chair is not

necessary for the application of the fluoride varnish and a non-dental professional can

apply it. The fluoride is an organic solvent that sets when exposed to moisture, leaving a
film of material on teeth. In the United States, the FDA has approved fluoride varnishes

for use as cavity liners and for treating hypersensitive tooth structure. Their use as a
caries prevention agent is not contraindicated. Many schools are using it, but insurance

will not reimburse them for it. Fluoride vamishes provide optimal efficacy when applied

every six months. 3’33
School policies related to nutrition can be addressed with minimal resources.

Proper nutrition is generally included in Health curricula. Although good nutrition is
taught in the classroom, many children participating in free/reduced lunch programs are
served sugar-laden cereals (ex. Lucky Charms(R)). I have observed this in Bridgeport and
the school nurses in Danbury have also confirmed it. Soda and sweetened "sports" drinks
are readily available in vending machines. Teachers may be permitted to distribute candy
as rewards and incentives throughout the school day.

Children should be offered limited amounts of candy, gum, and other sweets.

When these sweets are eaten, it should be limited to mealtime rather than snacks.

Increasing the amount of fruit and raw vegetables served and decreasing the high sugar
and artificially sweetened foods can help reduce a child’s preference for sweets. 34

In Los Angeles, the school board passed a resolution in August 2002, which
restricts the sale of soda and other nutrition-poor beverages before, during and until one

half hour after the school day at all, student accessible campus sites. Although this
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resolution was created to take aim at the growing problem of obesity, oral health will also
benefit. 35

If resources are available, a sealant program should be established. Most decay

among school-aged children occurs on the chewing surfaces of the teeth. 3 Pit and fissure
sealants keep bacteria out of the grooves by covering them with a plastic coating.

Permanent molars are the most likely teeth to benefit from sealant application; therefore,
sealant programs usually focus on children ages 6 to 8, and 12 to 14 in order to coincide
with the molar eruption times. One sealant application can last as long as 5 to 10 years. 36

Sealant placement requires meticulous attention to technique, particularly
moisture control. Sealants can be placed successfully in "field" settings using portable

dental equipment. Sealant application and efficacy have been widely studied. Schoollinked sealant programs, with either fixed clinics or portable equipment have shown
effective results. 38’39’40 A Consensus Development Conference sponsored by the National
Institutes of Health concluded, "an extensive body of knowledge has firmly established

the scientific basis for the use of sealants". The panel felt that educational materials
utilized to enhance public and professional acceptance as well as third party
reimbursement need to be developed. 3

Sealant placement is supported in federally

funded programs for woman and children, and sealants are covered services in all state
Medicaid programs. Sealants have been found to be critical to the cost effectiveness of

prevemion programs. 4
With the use of portable equipment or fixed clinics, professional mechanical oral

hygiene care can be offered to school aged children. This refers to the mechanical plaque
control procedures, such as a prophylaxis, that can be performed by the dentist or dental
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hygienist to prevem and comrol periodontal disease. The educational opportunities

presem during the preventive oral prophylaxis are extremely valuable. It is during this
visit that cliems can further their understanding of the relationship between plaque and

oral disease. This visit also presents an opportunity to provide personal oral hygiene

instruction.41
Each individual

Community

collaborative needs to review the oral health needs

present in their community, funding available, as well as the space available, particularly
the space within the nurse’s clinics. Where resources are available, portable equipment

may be considered. Larger investments may be able to consider the construction of a full
dental clinic. Where space is the primary constraining factor, a mobile van is an option.

All three of these options have the ability to include comprehensive treatment care.
Northem Manhattan Community Voices Collaborative joins the efforts of the
Schools of Dentistry, Public Health and Medicine at Columbia, and the Harlem Hospital
Medical Center, from the institutional side and the Alianza Dominicana, the Harlem

Congregations for Community Improvement, local church leaders, Children’s Aid
Society, the Local School Districts and the local Community Boards, from the
community side. Together this collaborative forms the Community Dentcare coalition

that provides an oral health prevention program for 40,000 children. The services
provided for through this program include: screening, education, referral for treatment,
scaling, prophylaxis, fluoride, and pit and fissure sealants. According to an e-mail from

Sandra Harris, Executive Director, Northem Manhattan Community Voices project, "The

schools with full treatment facilities are very helpful for children who are uninsured and
increase the ability to provide comprehensive oral health care. The sites where we have
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to refer for treatment, the follow up is low". Systems integration is one of the greatest

challenges for an oral health program. Communities that feel the greatest need to
develop a school linked oral health program, do so because of the lack of oral health
providers willing to treat low income children. This limits the ability to refer students

from a preventative program into the community for the completion of comprehensive
care. A care coordinator is essential

to follow up on the treatmem recommended to the

student population. 42’

School oral health programs that are fortunate enough to be able to provide

comprehensive restorative treatment still rely on the community for specialized
treatment. Patiems with special needs and oral surgery must be informed of area safety
net providers. The physical makeup of the oral health program needs proper staffing to

complete the picture. In view of the shortage of professionals in many areas across the
nation, this issue must be addressed before major expenditures are made. Are there
demists and/or dental hygienists available and willing to work in these facilities? Are the

funds available to offer a competitive salary? Because of the severity of these problems,
states are looking for creative ways to fill these positions.

In Connecticut, the

Departmem of Social Services has authorized direct reimbursement for dental screenings
and preventive procedures performed by dental hygienists within their scope of practice.

As a result, the managed care organizations participating in the HUSKY program have
begun to credential dental hygienists as providers in their health plans. These efforts,
while applauded, have many details yet to be worked out. The Danbury School District

Oral Health Initiative recently attempted to credential with HUSKY providers for their

portable equipment program, only to be told that preventative and treatment services
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could not both be covered. Danbury was told to decide which services they wanted to be

reimbursed for.

EVALUATION OF PROGRAM
Complete documentation of needs identified and services provided will assist in
quantifying the success of a program.

States must report EPSDT performance

information annually (HCFA Form-416). The statute requires that the state provide the

following" (1) the number of children provided child health screenings services, (2) the
number of children referred for corrective treatment, (3) the number of children receiving
dental services, (4) the state’s results in attaining goals set for the state under section

1905(0 of the act. This information is used to access the effectiveness of State EPSDT
programs in terms of the number of children (by age group and basis of Medicaid
eligibility) that receive child health screening services, the number that are referred for
corrective treatment, and the number receiving dental services 9

Surveys taken at the start of a program designed to measure student oral health
awareness, teacher awareness and participation in oral health efforts, and perceived level
of oral health needs will assist with the evaluation of the success of a program.

RECENT INITIATIVES IN CONNECTICUT
The CT Community Oral Health Systems Developmem Project was formed in

response to a four-year federal gram received by the CT Department of Health to develop
oral health initiatives at the local level.

These local projects have resulted in an

expansion of the capacity for dental care in Stamford, Groton, Bridgeport, East Hartford,

Manchester, Vernon, New Haven, Stafford, the lower Naugatuck Valley and the
Northeast District of Connecticut.
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In June 2000, the General Assembly created two provisions affecting dental
access in Public Act 00-2. One provision directed the Departmems of Public Health and
Social Services and the UCONN Health Center to establish a pilot program for the

delivery of dental services to children in low-income families in two regions of the state.
The second provision established a dental advisory council, which reviews fees in

the Medicaid program, makes recommendations for the modification of fees, monitor the

effect of any fee increases, evaluates pilot programs, and enhances public and provider
awareness of dental access issues. 44

In Danbury, Connecticut, a needs assessment was conducted in 2002 to establish
support for a comprehensive school-linked oral health program. This needs assessment
resulted in the establishment of a comprehensive oral health program funded by the
Connecticut Health Foundation.
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Methods and Materials Used to Collect Data to Identify: Existing Resources

Method One: Dental Provider Phone Survey

To identify the existing resources for oral health care, the grant coordinator
developed a telephone survey, which consisted of contacting demists and group practices
listed in the Greater Danbury area phone directory. There are approximately 100 demists
in Danbury and the surrounding areas of Bethel, Brookfield, Newtown, New Milford, and

New Fairfield. This group of dentists or dental groups was surveyed. The office
manager answered the majority of surveys and on occasion, consultation with the dentist
occurred. The results of the surveys were entered into a database, quantified, and

analyzed upon return by the grant coordinator and consulting hygienist.
The following information was gathered:
Providers title
Location by town

Age range clients
-TOD birth to 3 yrs

-ADO L 4 yrs to 8 yrs

-PRET 9 yrs to 13 yrs
-TEEN 14 yrs to 18 yrs
Behavior management care type

Level F1

Unmanageable

Level F2 Fearful

Level F3

Timid

Level F4 Cooperative
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Scope of services provided
-Preventive (i.e. dental screening, exam, prophy, fluoride, sealants)

-Primary (i.e. general comprehensive, restorative)

-Specialty (i.e. pediatric dentistry, orthodomic)
-Oral surgery

Method Two" Dental Provider Oral Health Initiative SurveF
The grant coordinator mailed surveys, developed by the State Department of
Public Health, along with an introduction letter and a self-addressed stamped envelope to
area dental providers. This seven-question survey gathered the following information:

type of practice

dental services provided

payment types accepted
reason why state assistance is not accepted if they are non-HUSKY

provider

**

in what capacity might you consider becoming a part of an ongoing

collaborative

Fifty surveys were mailed to local dental providers (one survey was mailed to
each dental group). Follow-up telephone calls were made to dental practitioners that did
not return surveys. If the survey had not been received, a copy was faxed at that time

with a return request. The results of the surveys were entered into a database, coded, and

pertinent information related to existing resources were analyzed by the grant coordinator

and consulting hygienist. Twenty-two out of fifty surveys were retumed, providing a

44% response rate.
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Method Three: Phone Survey o_fPartic(pating HUSKY Providers

The Children’s Health Council, Provider Participation Report indicates that there
are nine individual dental providers and two dental practice groups currently accepting

HUSKY clients in the Greater Danbury area. Telephone calls were made to the identified
providers to verify their participation in a HUSKY demal health care plan, specific

managed care organization affiliations, and appointment availability.
Methods and Materials Used to Collect Data to Identify: Target Population to be

Served

Data was obtained from The Children’s Health Council regarding HUSKY
utilization by age, race/ethnicity, and HM0 plan of our target population. Additionally,

through the Danbury Public Schools STAR database, information on enrolled school
children was assembled including" dominate language spoken, address, phone number,

date of birth, and free or reduced lunch program participation.

This information

identifies active HUSKY participants and those who are HUSKY eligible in the Danbury
Public School system.
Methods and Materials Used to Collect Data Identifying: Existing Need for Oral

Health Care (needs and barriers)

Method One." Dental Screening Survey for Existing Need

To assess the existing need for oral health care, demal screenings were performed
on 944 students (ages 4-20 years) in the Danbury Public Schools. Registered Dental

Hygienists, employed by the Danbury Public School system, performed dental screenings

utilizing a flashlight and tongue-blade. Clinical data gained through the screening
process was recorded on the Danbury Public School Dental Needs Assessment form.
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1) Permission was obtained through "Negative Permission Slips". If a permission
slip was not returned, the student was included in the oral health screen pool.

2) The Danbury Public School Demal Needs Assessment forms recorded the
following clinical data:

:

status of teeth (decayed, missing, filled, sealants)

oo

gingival health (healthy firm, healthy rolled, marginal inflammation, extensive

inflammation)

o:o

treatment recommendations(Immediate, urgent, restorative/preventive)

In addition to the clinical data, demographic information including name, age,
date of birth, gender, race/ethnicity, and school lunch program participation was

gathered.

3) The results of the Danbury Public School Dental Needs Assessment were
entered into a database, coded, and analyzed upon completion by the grant coordinator

and consulting hygienist.
Park Avenue, Mill Ridge Primary and Mill Ridge Intermediate schools were

selected for the preliminary Dental Needs Assessment.

Fifty-one students from

Broadview Middle School and sixty-one students from Danbury High School were

included to provide a sample of the total population of the Danbury Public Schools.

(Table 4) The students’ age in the selected schools ranged from 4-12 years. These
schools were selected due to their typical student representation of ethnicity and socioeconomic status. Table 3 shows the ethnic breakdown of students at the three schools
where complete screening surveys were performed.
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The survey was designed to collect information regarding the parents’ need for
care and the child’s need for care. Six multiple-choice questions were asked on the
Parent/Child survey. The questions were as follows:

How long has it been since you last visited the dentist or a dental clinic?
What are the most important reasons that you have not visited the dentist in the last

year?
* Do you have dental insurance coverage that pays for some or all of your routine
dental care?

o Do you have State Assistance (Medicaid, Husky A or Husky B) but can not find a
dentist to care for you?

In the past two years, how may days have severe dental problems such as pain or
infection in the teeth, gums or jaw prevented you from engaging in your daily
activities such as work or school?

**

If a local dental health center were available in your community, would you be
interested in receiving dental care there?

’o Would you be interested in receiving dental care at the same location that you

receive other services such as WIC or your child receiving services where she/he

attends school?

Hayestown School was chosen for this survey because it has a central pre-K
program for the Danbury area (not based on residential zdning) and enrolls students from

pre-K through grade five with a diverse ethnic population. The total population for

Hayestown School is 322 students. The ethnic breakdown of the Hayestown School
population is shown in Table 5.

Table 5 Hayestown School- Race,qthnici

One
response rate

&ed s

eys were distribmed m a sample of each grade level wth a 74%

or the pem’s portion and a 75% response rate for the child’s potion of

the smsey.

.t!od ree: alt,h and

m

a bitiative Survey

ices Provir Oral

A survey was sent to WIC coselors, Head St

personnel, and Danbury Public

School system nm-ses (.public, private, and pochial).

Dep

ent of Public Health mad modified by the gr

Developed by

t_he

State

coordinator, this survey was

designed to extract the estimated percentage of clients having problems accessing oral
health care. Five questions were asked on hhe survey. The questions were as tbllows:

.:o What is your appropriate

liation?

How many of your clien have a problem getting oral (dental) health care?

.:-

at percentage would you estimate have a problem geeing oral (demal) health

care?
..o

at m"e the problems? Check off perceived b

iers in accessing ce: Demist

won’t accept Medicaid, Fear-nervousness-pain, Cost-c’t a
off from work, Distance-t

rd, Can not get time

spoation, Lguage, Do not know or have demist, No

reason to go, Other things to do

-:-

at is your patienffclient population?

The results were emered imo a datase and Nyzed by

and consulting hygienist. This group of professionals

e grant coordinator

chosen because of direct

37

experience with clients and oral health care referrals. This Health and Human Services
Provider Oral Health Initiative Survey was mailed to the director of each agency with an

introduction letter and request for their participation. Fifty-two surveys were distributed
and thirty-two were completed and returned for a 61% response rate.

Methods and Materials Used to Collect Data for Developing System Integration

Background." Developing a Community Dental Collaborative

In April, after potential funding from the Connecticut Health Foundation was
made known, a group of key stakeholders met to discuss the potential development of an
oral health initiative. Parties involved discussed working together as a group to conduct
an oral health needs assessment, guiding the developmem of, and insuring the

sustainability of dental services for HUSKY participants and underserved youth.
Community Health and Welfare leaders who have been vocal in the past about oral health
needs for HUSKY participants and underserved youth were invited to attend the first
collaborative meeting. It was recommended at the first gathering that the group involve

additional key participants. Currently, the Danbury Public School Oral Health Initiative

(DPSOHI) Advisory Committee members include: the director of Head Start, WIC’s
program director, Danbury Public Health’s director of school based health centers, the
director of Danbury VNA, public and private sector dentists, dental hygiene educators,

local pediatricians, Danbury Public School administrators, Danbury Public School
medical advisors, and administration from the Danbury Hospital Community Health

Center. The advisory board meets once a month to discuss and plan how to best facilitate
an integrated community oral health program for HUSKY participants and underserved

youth. A smaller work group of collaborative members was formed to meet periodically
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between collaborative meetings to ensure the actualization of goal-based objectives. This
collaborative initiative was important in achieving the high

remm rates for the health

provider surveys.
Method One: MD. Provider Oral.Health Initiative Survey

A survey was distributed to physicians in the Greater Danbury area in order to
assess systems integration among MD providers. The following five questions were

asked:

During a well child visit do you routinely screen for dental problems?
During a well child visit do you routinely discuss various oral health topics with

parents? (Fluoridation, Early Childhood Caries/Baby Bottle Decay, Oral Hygiene
Procedure, Feeding Practices/Nutrition, Oral Injury Prevention)
** If you do not routinely discuss these various oral health topics with parents, why

not?
o

Would you be interested in learning more about children’s oral health?

o

In what format would you prefer to receive this information?
Fifty surveys were distributed to individual doctors and practice groups. Twenty-

one were completed and returned for a 42% response rate.

Method Two: Dental Provider Oral Health Initiative SurveF
The grant coordinator mailed surveys, developed by the State Department of
Public Health, along with an introduction letter and a self-addressed stamped envelope to
area dental providers. This seven-question survey gathered the following information:
o

type of practice

"o

dental services provided
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,o payment types accepted
o reason

why state assistance is not accepted if they are non-HUSKY

provider

.o in what capacity one might consider becoming a part of an ongoing
community collaborative

Fifty surveys were mailed to local dental provider (one survey was mailed to each
dental group).

The results of the surveys were entered into a database, related

information to system integration was extracted and analyzed by the grant coordinator

and consulting hygienist. Follows up telephone calls were made to dental practitioners
that did not return surveys. If the survey had not been received, a copy was faxed at that
time with a return request. Twenty-two out of fifty surveys were returned, providing a

44% response-rate.
Method Three: Health and Human Services Provider Oral Health Initiative SurveF

A survey was sent to WIC counselors, Head Start personnell and Danbury Public
School system nurses (public, private, and parochial).

Developed by the State

Department of Public Health and modified by the grant coordinator, this survey was
designed to extract feedback pertaining to system integration. Five questions were asked
on the survey. The questions were as follows:

What is your appropriate affiliation?

How many of your clients have a problem getting oral (dental) health care?
What percentage would you estimate have a problem getting oral (dental) health

care?
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What are the problems? Check off perceived barriers in accessing care- (Dentist

won’t accept Medicaid, Fear-nervousness-pain, Cost-can’t afford, Can not get time
off from work, Distance-transportation, Language, Do not know or have dentist, No
reason to go, Other things to do)

What is your patient/cliem population?
The results were entered into a database and analyzed by the grant coordinator

and consulting hygienist. This group of professionals was chosen because of direct
experience with clients and oral health care referrals. This Health and Human Services
Provider Oral Health Initiative Survey was mailed to the director of each agency with an

introduction letter and request for their participation. Fifty-two surveys were distributed
and thirty-two were completed and returned resulting in a 61% response rate.
Methods and Materials Used to Collect Data for Determining: The Level ofDisparity

Data utilized from the Children’s Health Council reports, prepared for the
Connecticut Health Foundation, indicated there were 2005 children continuously enrolled

in HUSKY. Of these 2005 children 19.1% (383 children) received preventive care and

14.5% (290 children) received treatment care. DPSOHI plans to double the number of

HUSKY participants receiving preventive and treatment care over the next five years.
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anticipates doubling the number of children/studems receiving oral health care over the
next five years.

Currently, the guidelines set by the National School Meal Programs that provide
free and reduced lunches require a family of 4 to have an income under $33,485 in order
to participate. 44 Children of a 4-member family, with an income under $34,041 are

eligible for HUSKY A. 45 The schools database provides information on free-reduced
school lunch. This information will aid in the identification of children/students not

participating in the HUSKY program but who meet eligibility requirements. This will
make certain that significant HUSKY outreach is executed to ensure that each

underserved child has the opportunity to access oral health care.
Breakdown by Ethnicity

The target population to be served is Danbury HUSKY eligible youth.
Information derived from the Children’s Health Council indicated the largest proportion

of Danbury schoolchildren and also HUSKY participants are Caucasian (Figure 8 and 9).

However, taken as a whole the ethnic minority groups make up the majority of the
HUSKY recipient profile (Figure 9). The largest ethnic minority group that makes use of
the services provided by HUSKY is Hispanic, followed by African American and ’other.’
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Figure 8

Ethnic Make-up of Danbury Public Schools
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Figure 9

Percentage of Continuously Enrolled Utilation by Ethniciy
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Characteration by Age

The Children’s Health Cocil Utilization by Age report indicates that there are
1,065 children in the largest age oup (between ages 6 and 14) elxolled in _JSKY.
This age group includes 8 of tlne 12 years tlnat most HUSKY pasXicipants e evxolled in

school. Children of this age

ge primely aend the element

d middle schools.
lled HUSKY paicipants

Figure 10 indicates the percentage of continuously e

mad the percentage of services provided in each of the age oups. This graph indicates
that al

14,

se ages 19 and 20 had a high perce

Figure 10
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percente of students enrolled in HUS

ugh

ge of tre

ent utilization.

Percentage of Continuously Enrolled by Age
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9.00%
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1.00%

20.90%
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11.20%

53.10%
23.80%
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Age 15-18 Age 19-20
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13.60%

2.30%
23.90%
34.80%
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s who have received cm-e, preventive and/or
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Continuously Enrolled Utilafion by Age

Figure 11
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Figure 13

Percentage of Continuously Enrolled HUSKY Paicipants

and

Uti afion by Health Plan
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Results of Needs Assessment:

and B
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Table 8

Sued Schools Percentage of Decay Present

Pk Ave. Elementary/ages 5-12
Mill Ndge Prim / ages 4-9
Mill Ridge Inte ediate/ages 9-12
Broview Middle SchooL/ages 10-13
Danbup. High SchooL/ages 13-20
Total

School had

311
263
258
51
6I
944

90
86
78
8
17
279

28.93%
32.69%
30.23%
15.68%
27.86%
29%
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Percentage of Children with Decay
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Figure 16

Preferred Location of Services
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Figure 17

Perceived Barriers to Oral Health Care by Service Providers
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** .:-

28% indicated an interest in learning more about children’s oral health via a

short evening or lunch time meeting

Dental Provider Oral Health Initiative Survev

Fifty percent of the dental providers surveyed indicated an interest in working
with the DPSOHI. Other interests in assisting the ongoing effort to enhance access to

oral health care for underserved people indicated by dental providers are as follows:
-.*

.:-

48 % volunteered to provide oral health education programs in school or other

community settings

o .:o 43% volunteered to provide technical assistance and professional consultation to
community oral health facilities and program

oo -:. 43% offered to provide care in a community facility dental clinic on a limited
basis, at a reduced fee and adjusted payment schedule

DISCUSSION
The CDC and Surgeon General have developed a "framework for action". This

framework includes five areas of focus for oral health initiatives. These include"
Changing perceptions regarding oral health and disease so that oral health
becomes an accepted component of general health.

Accelerating the building of the science and evidence base and apply science

effectively to improve oral health.
Building an effective health infrastructure that meets the oral health needs of all
Americans and integrates oral health effectively into overall health.

Removing known barriers between people and oral health services.

Use public-private partnerships to improve the oral health of those who still suffer
disproportionately from oral diseases.
School-based or school-linked programs have an opportunity to address all five of
these areas. By including increasing levels of oral health education within classroom
health curriculum children can be taught that brushing their teeth is as important to
disease prevention as washing their hands. Through education students can understand

that poor oral health is not an expected or acceptable state. Good nutritional policies are

necessary for general well being.

Data collected through the ESPDT program can be used to monitor the oral health
needs of individuals and communities.

Through the quantification of this data

appropriate resources can be located and utilized to address the needs identified. This
data also provides baseline information on which the success of a program can be

measured.
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A school-linked program can increase awareness through outreach programs,
collaborative efforts, and by providing education to community health and human service

personnel, dental providers, and non-dental medical providers.
Studems generally feel comfortable within their own school. School populations
are often unique to their neighborhoods making it easier to address cultural and language

barriers. Oral health services offered at a studem’s school eliminates the need for a

caregiver to take time off from work. It also eliminates transportation difficulties.

Through state, city, private and public funding it is possible to target those
populations that suffer disproportionately from oral diseases.

Numerous urban schools have a school-based health center. Although many of
these health centers do not have a dental component, there is much to be learned from
their operations. These organizations have worked to increase the efficiency of their

programs through the elimination of pre-authorization, decreasing the amount of paper
work required for enrollment, and decreasing service duplication.

Through the needs assessment completed in Danbury it can be concluded that
there is a substantial need for a school based oral health program. Having screened

almost 10% of the student population, it was estimated that 28% of the students enrolled
in the Danbury Public School system have existing caries.

Data provided by the

Children’s Health Council states that there were 2005 students continuously enrolled in

HUSKY from September 2000 through October 2001. This data represents 20% of the
total student population in the Danbury Public School System. Currently there is only
one oral health provider group in the Danbury area that accepts state assistance for

payment of dental services and then only in HUSKY Blue Care. At this time there is a
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six-month waiting period for new HUSKY patients to be seen by this provider. Fifty five

percent of the children included in the survey either have no insurance or have dental
insurance through state assistance. Other area providers surveyed have indicated that

they do not participate in the HUSKY program due to low reimbursement rates and
burdensome paperwork. These numbers reflect a high level of unmet oral health need.
Eleven dental providers have indicated an interest is providing care in a community

dental clinic on a limited basis, at a reduced fee with an adjusted payment schedule.
There was an overwhelming positive response from parents surveyed indicating a imerest
in receiving demal care in a community demal center, in a school linked dental clinic or
at the same location that other services such as WIC are obtained.

The oral assessment found that children between 6-14 years of age showed the
most need for-preventive and treatment care. The preventive and treatment care indicated

by the assessment includes: prophylaxis, dental examinations, oral health instructions,
restorative care, pit and fissure sealant applications, fluoride treatments and referrals. By

providing these services the caries rate in these school children would be significantly
reduced.

Upon reviewing this data, I have concluded that a school-linked program would
best facilitate the oral health needs of the low-income children in Danbury, Connecticut.

The need for such a program is supported through the perceived barriers of cost, language
and the lack of awareness for oral health care. Barriers including lack of transportation

and parental loss of work time would be eliminated if the children were able to access
care during school hours.
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The Danbury Public School Oral Health Initiative has brought forth positive

participation of community professionals to form a strong collaborative. The needs
assessment has helped identify the demal providers within the community that are willing

to provide care within a school-linked program. In addition, there are medical providers

that have been identified and are interested in learning more about oral health and oral

health needs. The pediatricians have agreed to include the Connecticut Public Health

OPEN WIDE program in their continuing education series. There are also health and
human service providers that are willing to work with the Danbury Public Schools Oral
Health Initiative. Many of the health and human service providers surveyed are school
nurses employed by the Danbury School District. This group participated in the OPEN

WIDE program in November 2002. This program increased their awareness of the oral
health issues-of the student population that they serve daily. The cooperation of the
school nurses is essential to the success of a school-linked oral health program.
The establishmem of a school-linked program in Danbury is just the beginning.

In December 2002, the Danbury Oral Health Initiative was awarded a grant from the
Connecticut Health Foundation for $200,000 a year, for the next five years. This grant
will assist the new-fledged program to set up the administrative framework necessary to

become a self-sustaining entity. It will also provide the funds needed for initial supplies,

capital expenditures and salaries.

It is the hope of both the Connecticut Health

Foundation and the Danbury Oral Health Initiative that this school-linked program can

eventually support itself through HUSKY reimbursements.

6O

Danbury is extremely fortunate to have the support of the Danbury Board of
Education. Although the school district is not able to support the oral health program

financially, their acceptance, conviction, and sponsorship of this effort is invaluable.

Through Healthy People 2010 and the Oral Health in America: A Report of the

Surgeon General published in 2000, oral health is currently receiving more attention from
policy makers than ever before. Therefore, regardless of the hurdles, full advantage
needs to be taken of this increased awareness.

APPENDIX
Dental Provider S

ey

6I
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Dental Provider Sey (page o)
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Non-Demal Provider
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Health and Human Service Providers Survey

OL .HEALTH.!_N!T!ATtVE
Dear Health & Human Services Provider:.
Kindly take a minute or two from your busy schedule to complete the very brief
(4 question) survey that follows:
1. PLEASE CIRCLE THE APPROPRIATE AFFILIATION.
Physician

Nurse
Sociat Worker

2

am a...

d. Head Start Representative
e, W,t.C. Representative
f, Other

HOW MANY OF YOUR CLIENTS HAVE A PROBLEM GETTING ORAL (DENTAL)
HEALTH CARE?
Most

Some

None

3. WHAT ARE THE PROBLEMS? (Mark AL__L that apply)

Dentist won’t accept Medicaid.
Fear, nervousness, pain, dislike going
Cost, can’t afford care
Cannot get time off from work to go to the dentists
_..__Cannot get to the office clinic (too far away, no transportation, no
appointments available, no child care)
Language or other cultural barriers
Do not have know a dentist
No reason to go (no problems, no teeth)
Other more important things to worry about, dental health low priority
Other:
4.

Your patient/client population is mostly: (check all that apply)
__._Age 0-18 years ___.Age 19-65 years
__....Age 65 plus
State Assistance
Middle Income
Affluent
Phone
Optional Name
Would you like to participate in the ongoing work of the Initiative?

Yes___ No___
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Parent and Child Survey

DANBURY PUBLIC SCHOOL
O.RAL HEALTHJN ITIAT,,.E S U RVE
We need your help in our efforts to increase access to dental care for you and your family,
your friends, neighbors and community. Kindly complete these 7 brief questions and return
in the envelope provided.

by

NOTE: Answer each questtonas It applies to you a_E_your child attending+the Danbury publi School

YOU
How tong has t been.slnoe you last visited the dentist or a dental clinic ?
NOTE: tf You Answer’a’o SKIP Question 2
a, Within the past year (1 to t2 months ago)
.b; Within the past 2 years (I to 2 years ago)
Within the past 5 years (2 to 5 years ago)
d. 5 or more years ago
e, have never been to the dentist or a dental clinic

.

Wht are-,the mpst.+!m0ant reasons that you have not visited the dentist in the last year?
-NOTE: "Check that apply.

-a, Fear, nervousness, pain, dislike going
b( Cot
_c, De not have, or do not know a dentist
d, Can not get to the offioe or clinic (to far away, no trartation, no day cars,

no Convient appointment available)e. No reason to go (no problems, no teeth)
f, Other important things to do
g, Hays not really thought about going to the dentist

Do you have dental insurance coverage that pays for some or all of your routine dental
dental cam? NOTE: Check ALLThat
,a, State Assistance: Fee-For-$ece (Medicaid, Tite
b. State Assistance: Managed Care (HUSKYA, HUSKY
Pate Fee-For.Ses (8C188, Delta Dental, etc,)
d. Pdvate Managed Care Insurance (CIGNA Dental, AETNA Dental, etc.)
e, No Dental Insurance

.

Nu

Do have State Assisanco. (Medicaid, HUSKY A, or HUSKY B) but can not find a
dentist to m for you?
a. YES,
b,

NO

YOUR
CHILD
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Parent and Child Survey (page two)
NOTE: Answer each questions as it applies to you

your child attending the Danbury Publi School

5:in the past two yearsh many’ da’"::eere’=ia]pmblems such asin
or infonin a e, gums or jaw pent wur from engaging in your i
su as w or school?
NOTE: lndu si to e nst foremen or NON-Roughs aents,
but not tndu sits for muns aen sh as fillings, dnings, or mune
b.

s full

d. 5days
e. None
6. f a lil hl nr w ailis
n eing nl m ere?
b,

n you cmuni, would y be Intest

No

at
ntet in rng dan a e sa laonshoe
o scas su as WIC or your childreosing s
ae

7, World

Thank you for your help with this Important health proJec

YOU

YOUR
CHILD

Oral Health Screening Fo
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